Integrated Product Policy 


Commentaries 


seems to be well known, but there is still a need for further 
improvements concerning a lot of issues - including LCA. 

3 Conclusions for the International Journal of LCA 

Looking at the on-going discussions, integrated product 
policy seems to become important for the LCA community 
and should therefore be reflected in the International Jour¬ 
nal of LCA. Reasons include that IPP: 

• clearly follows life cycle thinking, 

• encourages the usage of the life cycle tool box, e.g. for 
product-innovation, 

• could become a political umbrella for a new co-opera¬ 
tion along the life cycle - beyond the old roles of life 


cycle stakeholders acting on their own, 

• faces similar issues as the LCA community looking e.g. 
at environmental value / objective setting. 

Looking at these reasons, interesting discussions could arise 

in our journal dealing with: 

• existing examples for the usage of LCA as part of IPP 
(e.g. LCA supporting Design for Environment), 

• LCA tool-box issues (e.g. linkage and applications of 
tools), 

• stakeholder involvement in life cycle based tools, etc. 
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The most striking feature of the 2 nd National Conference on Life 
Cycle Assessment was the focus on solutions to the myriad of obsta¬ 
cles to progressing with LCA which were raised in the first National 
Conference held four years earlier. There were many examples of 
LCA application, from the consideration of life cycle aspects in the 
Sydney Olympics Village project through to full LCA being under¬ 
taken in the waste management policy area. 

The first half day of the conference laid down some challenges to the 
LCA community with the Federal Government, building industry 
and packaging industries stressing the need for the LCA community 
to produce results which can be used in policy and design decision¬ 
making contexts, and not just by environmental experts. 

Bo Weidema presented a keynote address that focused on the use of 
LCA for promoting sustainability. In his presentation, he pointed 
out that there seems to be no proportion between the way LCA deals 
with a certain issue and the environmental importance of that issue. 
He said that this is true both with regard to the products studied 
(packaging versus packaging contents), the life cycle stages (for ex¬ 
ample, there is very little focus on the use phase), the applications 
(for example, eco-labelling versus product development studies) and 
environmental impact categories (for example, bio-diversity versus 
material resource use). The point here was not to denigrate the work 
already undertaken but to try to focus future work where it really 
matters, particularly in Australia where we are just beginning to build 
a body of work on LCA. 

The afternoon sessions on the first day were parallel sessions on 
different aspects of LCA. 

Session 1, Approaches to LCA by Industry and Others , gave per¬ 
spectives of how the aluminium industry and BHP in Australia are 
developing and using LCA. 

Session 2, LCA Interfaces , looked at how LCA can be used in re¬ 
lated environmental decision-making contexts such as cleaner pro¬ 
duction and eco-labelling. 

Session 3, LCA and Product and Building Design, showed diverse 
approaches from designers, furniture manufacturers, input-output 
analysts and a public authority to the application of LCA. 

The waste management session examined three detailed LCA 
projects on different aspects of waste management in Australia. 


The whole morning of the second day was devoted to life cycle 
impact assessment in recognition of its importance and poor state 
of development in Australia. Helias A. Udo de Haes gave an over¬ 
view of the current state of development in impact assessment, 
particularly through work of the SETAC Working Group on Im¬ 
pact Assessment. Udo de Haes raised some of the issues surround¬ 
ing the use of endpoint modelling in approaches such as Eco-Indi- 
cator 99 versus midpoint modelling such as in the CML method. 

Sven Lundie outlined some detailed impact assessment work be¬ 
ing developed for Australia, particularly in the area of human 
and eco-toxicity. 

An Australian ecologist, Phillip Sutton, gave a presentation on the 
uniqueness of the Australian environment, and how this may not be 
well accounted for in current impact modelling imported largely from 
Europe. Australia is one on the driest continents on the planet with 
highly variable water flows both from summer to winter but also 
from season to season. Compared to many European and North 
American environments, "Australia has several orders of magnitude 
more species diversity and very high levels of often very local ende¬ 
mism. So, in Australia, the rule of thumb is that 'most patches of 
habitat count' - especially when we take plants and invertebrates 
into account." This is partly due to the lack of catastrophic events 
such as glaciation or major volcanic activity in Australia, and the 
only recent (in the last 200 years) introduction of pest species. The 
failure to take account of such factors in LCA, given Australia's po¬ 
sition as a major supplier of many minerals and forest products, is a 
fundamental omission and possibly our most serious deficiency in 
LCA application in Australia to date. 

The conference wound up with a panel session of local and inter¬ 
national guests, and here the shift of focus from the previous con¬ 
ference was most noticeable. Whereas, four years ago, the main 
issues were inventory data and its availability, at this conference 
the discussion centred on how to make LCA methods and, particu¬ 
larly, impact assessment more relevant to Australia, and where to 
streamline the LCA process so as to make it more useable in cur¬ 
rent decision-making environments. 

Selected papers and information on where to purchase proceedings 
can be found at http://lca-conf.rmit.edu.au . 
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